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nately, the latter process is not yet completed, and the racial conflicts 
are raging more bitterly than ever. The old German Federal Empire, 
in its Cisleithan part, was now to be changed into a polyglot federation 
of kingdoms and crown lands in which the numerical predominance of 
the Slavic tribes would ipso facto prevail. Austria was to lose the very 
root of her existence through individualized, centrifugal race-conscious- 
ness, while only the dynasty common to all would remain a tie between 
the territorial, racial states tending apart, owing to the foreign speech- 
islands within them. 

The December Constitution of 1867, erected as a dam against the 
Slavicizing of Austria, could not stand against the constant, virulent 
onslaughts of the Slavs everywhere, of the Italians in the Tridentino 
and the Tyrol, Italia Irredenta. Under its debris the foundations of 
the old central power were buried with the German past of Austria, and 
the crown was dragged down into the struggle of the parties. In- 
stead of Parliamentary rule there was racial party rule of the majorities. 
The German opposition became paralyzed through the coalition of the 
German clericals with the Slavic elements. It was doomed to disin- 
tegration in proportion as its defeats became more frequent, as its 
groups annihilated one another, and as large fractions of the Germans 
fell prey to demagogues or reactionaries. All the Slavic races are ex- 
tending their activity to the neighboring German provinces, and are 
strong enough to demand that even in the ancient German imperial 
city of Vienna a place should be made for the Czech and Polish lan- 
guages in school and court. 

Nevertheless, the storms in the Reichsrat and the provincial parlia- 
ments, with many disgraceful scenes enacted, may be merely outward 
infection. In spite of bitter conflicts the races develop or deepen their 
national culture. The political fights do not absorb all the forces. So 
much is certain, however. While the advancing development brings 
advantages to the Slavs, there is nothing but resignation for the Ger- 
mans, who were exclusive masters for so many centuries, the foremost 
factors of culture that taught the other races to become conscious of 
themselves. 

Hermann Schoenfeld. 

BOOKS OF AMERICAN HISTORY 

Die Karten von Amerika in dent Islario General des Alonso de 
Santa Cruz, Cosmografo Mayor des Kaisers Karl V ., mit dem 
Spanischen Originaltexte und einer Kritischen Einleitung heraus- 
gegeben von Franz R. von Wieser. (Innsbruck: Verlag der 
Wagner' schen Universitats-Buchhandlung. 1908. Pp. xx, 59.) 

Commissioned by the Organizations Committee of the Sixteenth 
International Congress of Americanists to prepare a suitable " Fest- 
schrift " for presentation at the meeting held in Vienna September last, 
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Professor von Wieser selected for publication that part of the Islario 
General of Alonso de Santa Cruz which relates to America. In his 
fifteen pages of introduction the editor states briefly the important facts 
known concerning Alonso de Santa Cruz as an official cosmographer of 
Spain, and points out the special significance attaching to the maps of 
the New World in his Islario, though not entering fully into a critical 
examination of each map. In the following fifteen short chapters of 
the original Spanish text, each chapter from one to two pages in length, 
the several maps are briefly described, which maps are excellently re- 
produced as a third part of Professor von Wieser's publication. 

Though the title of the Work implies that only islands are charted, 
it is interesting to note that practically the entire Atlantic coast line 
of the New World is sketched, beginning at about latitude forty-seven 
north with " La Quarta Parte " (Tierra de Labrador) in the first map, 
and extending to " Tierra o Estrecho de Magallanes " in the last map. 
In place of the Gulf of Mexico Santa Cruz inserted his well-known and 
very interesting sketch of the city of Mexico, though on a small scale. 

Santa Cruz was in a position to be well informed concerning the 
progress of discovery in the New World. From 1526 to 1530 he was 
with Sebastian Cabot in the La Plata region. Shortly after his return 
he became cosmographer of the Casa de la Contratacion and later royal 
cosmographer. To what he records in his Islario there appears there- 
fore to attach a particular value for students of the period. This im- 
portance has indeed long been recognized, though but one or two of 
the Islario maps has ever been reproduced, but it has been left for 
Professor von Wieser to make available for students this entire atlas 
of sectional maps, the oldest of its kind. 

But little of the cartographical work of Santa Cruz is extant. In 
addition to his world-map of 1542, now preserved in the Royal Library 
of Stockholm and issued in facsimile in 1892 by Dahlgren, by far the 
most important is the Islario. Of this work three manuscript copies 
are known. One of these may now be found in the City Library of 
Besancon, formerly belonging to the Library of Cardinal Granvella; 
two copies are in the Imperial Library of Vienna. A fourth copy, said 
to belong to the National Library of Madrid, is, so Professor von Wieser 
thinks, the work of Cespedes though perhaps copied from the Islario 
of Santa Cruz. In but one of the manuscripts do the maps appear, 
which is designated as no. 5542, or codex B, as von Wieser terms it. 
It appears, according to Navarrete, that the Islario was undertaken by 
Santa Cruz in 1560, at the command of King Philip II. Our editor 
presents good reason for thinking the work was prepared about 1 541, 
among other arguments noting that it was dedicated to the emperor 
to which title Philip II. could not lay claim. We have here, then, the 
New World cartographically represented as it was known in the fourth 
decade of the sixteenth century. 

Among the more important maps in the atlas may be mentioned the 
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third which refers to the expedition of Gomez, the twelfth which refers 
to Panama — in the text Santa Cruz advises the construction of a canal 
across the Isthmus — the fourteenth which refers to the La Plata region, 
and the fifteenth which refers to the Strait of Magellan. 

E. L. Stevenson. 

Narratives of New Netherland, 1609-1664. Edited by J. Franklin 
Jameson, Ph.D., LL.D., Director of the Department of His- 
torical Research in the Carnegie Institution of Washington. 
[Original Narratives of Early American History.] (New 
York: Charles Scribner's Sons. 1909. Pp. xxi, 478.) 
This volume satisfies a long unfilled want. The historian, the his- 
torical novelist, even the genealogist interested in early Knickerbocker 
families, will find it a most satisfactory addition to their library. Those 
studying the North American Indians of the early colonial period 
cannot pass by this valuable compilation. 

The Narratives contain in a handy volume most of New Netherland's 
history antedating 1638, and much of the later history which, before 
this publication, could only be got at by ransacking the libraries for 
various works, not always easily accessible. 

The foot-notes are helpful and the introductions to the " pieces " 
contain interesting criticisms and discussions about the relative value 
of the piece as an historic document, as well as other matters, and 
often refer to other original sources of information concerning the 
history of New Netherland, not in this volume. 

The implied allegation that the " Description of the Towne of 
Mannadens " was the work of a non-English traitor is refuted, not 
only by much other internal evidence, but especially by the writer's 
rendering of Fort Orange as Forterain, of Sopus or Esopus as Soppase, 
of Stuyvesant as Stazan, etc., errors no Dutchman would have been 
guilty of. Writers of English origin and apologists for English aggres- 
sion are continually endeavoring to gloss over the English usurpation 
of New Netherland by disseminating the fiction that the New Nether- 
landers were so tired of their own government that they welcomed 
English rule. The New Netherlanders loved to quarrel with their 
governors and to accuse them of various misdeeds (see the " Repre- 
sentation of New Netherland", pp. 293-354 of these Narratives), as all 
oppositions will do, but this did not imply a predilection for English rule. 
The translations are reliable, which is more than can be said of 
most that have gone before. Two instances only. The clause, correctly 
translated here on p. 84, " Every one there who fills no public office 
is busy about his own affairs " is rendered in the Documentary History 
of N. Y., III. 43 (octavo edition), "There is another there who fills 
no public office; he is busy about his own affairs." The clause cor- 
rectly translated here, on p. 233, " and coming here he could not dispose 



